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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document is a report to the United States Congress on the impact of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) on the administration of elections for fedcral office
during the preceding two-year period election cycle.

This fifth report is based on survey results from 44 States and the District of Columbia.
Six (6) States are not included because they are exempt from the provisions of the Act.

General

States reported a total of 147,843,598 active registered voters for the 2002 federal
general election, an increase 1n active voter registration in those States covered by the NVRA
rose by 6,765,098. Registration of the Voting Age Population’ declined slightly to 70.01%
compared to 71.55% 1n the last mid-term election (1998), while active voter registration
nationwide {including those States not covered by the NVRA) also declined slightly to 68.61% in
2002 from the non-Presidential election year high of 70.15% in 1998.

According to the study, during 2001 and 2002:

There were 37,473,694 registration applications or transactions processed
nationwide,

Over half, or 19,703,912, were new registrations {i.e., registrations that were new to
the local jurisdiction, as either first time registrants or registrations across
jurisdictional lines).

The States reported that 8.74% of registration applications were duplicate requests
for registration by successfully registered voters.

The remaining 38.68% of the transactions were primarily changes of name and
address,

A total of 15,009,935 namcs were deleted from the registration lists under the list
verification procedures of the law, while another 20,596,513 registrants were
declared “inactive.”

Highlights of this Report

Mail Registration

The mail registration provisions of the NVRA accounted for more than one-quarter
(27.64%) of all voter registration applications from 2001 through 2002, which reflects the
increasing availability of the national and State registration forms on the Internet and elsewhere.

! Voting Age Population statistics are estimates based on the Bureau of Census figures, which are rounded
to the nearest 1000.


















































































































































































